
 

APAMCO Maneuver Setup 

Reference Source 

● APAMCO (included) 

Study Questions 

1. Which of the following is the safest altitude at which to start a practice maneuver in which a loss 

in altitude due to an inadvertent stall is possible? 

a) 1,200 feet AGL 

b) 3,000 feet AGL 

c) 3,000 feet MSL 

2. Why is altitude established first?  Why isn’t power or airspeed established first? 

a) It is easier to move the control yoke than to move the throttle control rod. 

b) Altitude is easier to regain from a loss than either power or airspeed. 

c) Changing altitude will likely require a change in power or airspeed. 

3. How is the correct power setting for a maneuver determined? 

a) The power setting should always be 100 RPM below the red line in an airplane equipped with a 

fixed-pitch propeller. 

b) Whatever power is required to deliver the maneuver entry airspeed in straight and level flight. 

c) Whatever power is required to deliver 100 knots. 

4. Where can airspeed limitations for practice maneuver be found? 

a) Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge 

b) Pilot’s Operating Handbook or Airplane Flight Manual 

c) 14 CFR 91.117 

5. Why is the landing light turned ON for most practice maneuvers? 

a) To give the pilot better forward visibility 

b) To give the pilot better visibility in turning maneuvers 

c) To make the airplane more easily visible to pilots of other aircraft 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3A- Maneuver Setup 1 

 



 

6. For each aircraft, identify which items would likely be a standard part of Maneuver Readiness. 

(Check all that apply.) 

Cessna 172SP Piper Warrior 

Fuel-injected, high-wing Carbureted, low-wing 

Flaps to 10° □ □ 

Landing light ON □ □ 

Throttle to FULL POWER □ □ 

Carburetor heat ON □ □ 

Auxiliary Fuel Pump ON □ □ 

Mixture full RICH □ □ 

7. When practicing one maneuver right after another, a clearing turn should only be performed for 

the initial maneuver. 

a) True 

b) False 

8. If the performance standards specified in the FAA’s Practical Test Standards booklet requires pilots 

to maintain heading ±10° during the execution of slow flight, what outside reference should the 

pilot identify during APAMCO? 

a) A ground reference point directly at the left wing tip 

b) A ground reference point 10° right of the nose 

c) A ground reference point at which to point the nose at the start of the maneuver and 

throughout 

9. What is a common error in the performance of maneuvers requiring outside references? 

a) Focusing too much attention on the heading indicator instead of having the eyes outside the 

airplane on the outside reference point 

b) Focusing too much attention outside the aircraft 

c) Allowing airspeed to decay because of improper throttle control 
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Assignment Answers 

Answers 

1. b 

2. c 

3. b  

4. b 

5. c 

6.   

Cessna 172SP Piper Warrior 

Fuel-injected, high-wing Carbureted, low-wing 

Flaps to 10° □ □ 

Landing light ON ⌧ ⌧ 

Throttle to FULL POWER □ □ 

Carburetor heat ON □ ⌧ 

Auxiliary Fuel Pump ON □ ⌧ 

Mixture full RICH ⌧ ⌧ 

7. b. 

8. c. 

9. a. 
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 APAMCO 

 

A – Altitude 

● Establish a safe altitude for the performance of the maneuver. 

● If the maneuver includes the possibility for a loss in altitude, such as stalls, slow flight, or 

steep turns, the starting altitude should allow for recovery no lower than 1,500 feet AGL. 

P – Power 

● Set the throttle power to deliver the desired cruise airspeed at the start of the maneuver, and 

allow some time for the aircraft to adjust for the new power setting 

A – Airspeed 

● Verify that the airspeed is was specified by the manufacturer for the maneuver 

● Often, the starting airspeed is at or below V
A to allow for full control movements 

M – Maneuver Ready 

● Get the airplane ready for the maneuver.  The actual configuration will depend on the aircraft. 

Some common configurations include: 

- Landing light ON to increase visibility to other pilots 

- Mixture BEST POWER to allow enough fuel for full power recovery and climb 

- Carburetor heat ON for carbureted airplanes, when the maneuver will involve low engine 

power settings 

- Fuel pump ON for low wing aircraft 

C – Clearing Turns 

● Two 90° clearing turns – right then left, or left then right.  (Can also be a 180° clearing turn if 

that provides enough visual scanning of the practice area). 

● Make level, shallow to medium bank turns, and use appropriate visual scanning technique 

during the turns with eyes outside looking for other aircraft. 

O – Outside References 

● Choose outside ground references for the maneuver.  For most maneuvers means selecting a 

distant point as a heading reference.  Some maneuvers may also require a point or line on the 

ground, or even a rectangular pattern on the ground. 

● Having an outside reference allows the pilot to have the eyes more outside the aircraft during 

the maneuver, which will usually result in smoother control movements and more stable flight. 

● In most maneuvers, the pilot can also use the heading indicator as an additional reference, but 

pilots should take care not to focus too much of their attention inside the cockpit. 
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