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Study Questions

1. Controlled airspace is a generic term that covers which airspace classifications? 

☐ Class A ☐ Class D
☐ Class B ☐ Class E
☐ Class C ☐ Class G 

2. Where can Class A airspace be found?

a) Over international waters.
b) At and above 18,000 MSL across the continental U.S.
c) Directly above and below Class B airspace.

3. What is the only type of flight allowed in Class A airspace?

a) Flight under instrument flight rules (IFR).
b) Commercial airline flights.
c) Flights conducted under a standard FAA charter of operations with defined service routes and departure/

arrival timetables.

4. What three airspace classifications surround airports with operational control towers?

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

5. What do the many layers of a Class B airspace resemble?

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

6. Where can Class B airspace be found?

a) At high altitudes anywhere across the U.S.
b) Around big, busy airports.
c) Below 1,200 feet AGL in uncongested areas.

7. Class B airspace generally goes from the surface of the primary airport up to

a) 10,000 feet MSL.
b) 10,000 feet AGL.
c) 18,000 feet MSL.
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8. Class C airspace generally has only two tiers.  The surface area has a radius of ________________ nautical miles, 
and the outer circle has a radius of ________________ nautical miles.

a) 4,000; 10,000.
b) 5; 10.
c) 10; 20.

9. Although the shape of each Class C airspace is specially designed for that airport environment, what does the 
shape generally resemble?

a) A rectangular space with two quadrants and four airspace shelves.
b) A single, all column of reserved airspace extending vertically to 5,000 feet above the surface of the airport.
c) An upside-down wedding cake with only two tiers.

10. On VFR charts, the altitude of the top of the Class C airspace will be charted (displayed) in  

___________________________________ , although it will generally work out to be about 4,000 feet above 
ground level at the primary airport.

11. While not technically a boundary of the airspace, what term refers to the area in which pilots are requested to 
contact the approach control facility before arriving at a Class C airport?

a) Outer area.
b) Radio call zone.
c) Class C Arrival and Approach Contact Area.

12. The cylinder of airspace surrounding a Class D airport generally extends to what height?

a) 1,200 feet AGL.
b) 2,500 feet AGL.
c) 4,000 feet AGL.

13. What are some of the issues that would result in a Class D airspace having an “individually tailored” shape?

a) The location of local hospitals and emergency facilities.
b) Neighboring airspaces, VFR flyways, and airspace protected for instrument approach procedures.
c) The flow of automobile traffic on surface streets and highways.

14. Which of the following is true regarding Class D airspace?

a) For airports with a part-time control tower, the airspace around the airport can only be classified as Class D 
when the tower is in operation.

b) Only IFR flights are allowed in Class D airspace at night.
c) A two-way radio is not required in Class D airspace.

15. What controlled airspace has no real defined shape, but instead is comprised of all the controlled airspace not 
otherwise designated as Class A, B, C, or D?

  ___________________________________________________________________________________
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16. Unless designated down to a lower altitude, Class E airspace always goes from 18,000 MSL down to at least

a) 10,000 MSL.
b) 14,500 MSL.
c) 21,000 MSL.

17. In most areas of the United States in which instrument procedures are taking place, Class E airspace services are 
able to be provided down to

a) sea level.
b) traffic pattern altitude at participating airports.
c) 700 feet AGL or 1,200 feet AGL.

18. Uncontrolled airspace, or airspace in which ATC cannot offer air traffic services to IFR or VFR traffic, is referred to 
as

a) a Warning Area.
b) Class G airspace.
c) Special VFR airspace.

19. Class G airspace begins at the ___________________________________ and extends vertically upward until 
reaching the base of the overlying airspace.

20. Although air traffic control has no authority or responsibility to control air traffic in Class G, VFR pilots should 

remember that ___________________________________ still apply.

21. Not surprisingly, prohibited areas contain airspace within which the flight of aircraft is

a) strongly discouraged.
b) subject to additional rules and regulations.
c) prohibited.

22. In most cases, prohibited areas have been established

a) for reasons of national welfare or security.
b) to provide a safe environment for fire-fighting activities.
c) over Class E surface areas that contain a non-towered airport.

23. Which of the following would merit the establishment of a restricted area to protect non-participating aircraft 
from harm?

a) Aerobatics, formation flying, and low-altitude training.
b) Artillery firing, aerial gunnery, or guided missiles.
c) Parachute jump activities.

24. What should a pilot do in order to obtain permission to enter a restricted area?

a) Contact the controlling agency and ask.
b) Specify “Restricted Authorization requested” in the remarks section of a VFR flight plan.
c) Fly at or below 1,200 feet AGL until clear of the firing area.
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25. Which type of special use airspace is similar in nature to a Restricted area but is found from 12 nautical miles 
outward from the coast of the U.S.?

a) Naval Operating Environment (NOE).
b) Alert area.
c) Warning area.

26. VFR flights are permitted to enter Military Operations Areas (MOAs) without special authorization but pilots 
should

a) contact the controlling agency for traffic advisories and exercise extreme caution.
b) keep airspeed within the range for normal cruise flight.
c) remain within power-off gliding distance from a road or highway.

27.  ___________________________________ areas contain a high volume of pilot training or an unusual type of 

aerial activity.  Pilots should be particularly ___________________________________ when flying through these 
areas.

28. When flying in a Controlled Firing Area, who is responsible for suspending the firing so as not to hit your 
airplane?

a) The pilot in command of your airplane.
b) The owner or operator of the airplane.
c) A spotter airplane, ground lookout, or radar observer.

29. Special airspace in the vicinity of the Capitol and White House is known as the _____________________________ 

and special training is required to operate within ___________________________________ nautical miles of the 

___________________________________ VOR/DME.

30. When flying above Wildlife Areas/Wilderness Areas/National Parks pilots are requested to operate above

a) 1,000 AGL.
b)  2,000 AGL.
c) 2,000 MSL.

31. A military training route with the identifier VR1207 indicates that the route

a) is used for IFR training at altitudes above 3,000 feet AGL.
b) is used for VFR training and has no segment above 1,500 feet AGL.
c) is used for VFR training and has at least one segment above 1,500 feet AGL.

32. What type of Notice to Airmen will be issued to keep non-participating aircraft out of areas of fire fighting, 
disaster relief, space agency operations or around the President of the United States?

  ___________________________________________________________________________________
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33. The somewhat outdated Terminal Radar Service Area (TRSA) allows for VFR pilots to receive what additional ATC 
services if requested by the pilot?

a) Airspace transitions between 700 and 1,200 feet AGL.
b) StormScope weather advisories.
c) Traffic separation between IFR flights and participating VFR aircraft.

34. In the defined vertical and lateral dimensions established as a National Security Area, pilots are requested to 
voluntarily avoid flight to provide

a) an exit path for military F-15 defender fleets.
b) increased security and safety of ground facilities.
c) a quieter environment for nesting birds and other wildlife.

35. VFR weather minimums are an important part of the National Airspace System because

a) VFR pilots must have enough time to see and avoid other air traffic sharing the same airspace.
b) VFR aircraft are too small to appear on ATC radar.
c) they prevent VFR aircraft from ever flying in airspace used by IFR aircraft.

36. In addition to the VFR weather minimums that apply to flight operations, what additional weather requirements 
must apply for tower-controlled airport to be open for VFR takeoffs and landings?

a) The control tower must be able to see aircraft arriving from at least 5 statute miles.
b) Surface visibility of at least 3 statute miles, and cloud ceiling at or above 1,000 feet AGL.
c) The lowest report overcast cloud layer at or above 2,500 feet AGL.

37. For the purposes of learning and remembering VFR weather minimums, it is beneficial to divide Class G airspace 
into low, mid, and high sections.  Using this method, Glow refers to uncontrolled airspace

a) at or below 100 feet AGL.
b) at or below 1,200 feet AGL.
c) at or below 18,000 feet MSL.

38. Ghigh refers to uncontrolled airspace at least 1,200 feet above the ground, and at or above

a) 1,500 feet MSL.
b) 8,354 feet MSL.
c) 10,000 feet MSL.

39. Gmid refers to that portion of uncontrolled Glass G airspace that is not

a) Class B or C.
b) Class E or G.
c) Glow or Ghigh.
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40. In the diagram below, shade all of the areas in which the basic VFR visibility requirement of 3 statute miles 
applies during daytime.

41. In the previous diagram, what additional regions would be shaded at night (nighttime visibility requirement of 3 
statute miles)?

a) Class Ghigh and Class E above 10,000 feet MSL.
b) Class Glow and Class Gmid.
c) Class B.

42. Where does the VFR minimum flight visibility increase to 5 miles and why?

a) Above 18,000 feet MSL, because IFR flights require no visibility.
b) Above 10,000 feet MSL, because above that there is no airspeed limit and VFR pilots need more time to spot 

potential collision hazards.
c) In Class B airspace, because that is the widest distance from the airport to the border of the surrounding 

airspace.

43. In the diagram below, shade the area where VFR visibility requirement is 5 statute miles.
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44. In most controlled airspace below 10,000 MSL, in which direction is an airplane legally allowed to fly closest to a 
cloud?  While flying above the cloud, below the cloud, or to the side of the cloud?

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

45. What minimum distance from clouds is required for VFR flights in nearly all of the airspace in which training 
aircraft fly (i.e., Class C, D, and E airspace below 10,000 feet MSL)?

Distance from clouds =  ____________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________

46. What cloud distance requirement is unique to Class B airspace and to Class G airspace below 1,200 feet AGL 
(during daytime)?

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

47.  Complete the following table for Class G VFR weather minimums during daytime.

 

48. Why is night the easiest time for remembering VFR weather minimums in Class G airspace?

a) There are no VFR weather minimum requirements at night in Class G airspace.
b) At night, the requirements in Class Glow and Class Gmid revert back to the same as almost everywhere  

(i.e., Class C, D, and E).
c) VFR flight is not permitted at night.

49. What is the minimum visibility and distance from clouds required for VFR flights in Class G airspace at night 
(below 10,000 feet MSL)?

Flight visibility =  ____________________________________________________

Distance from clouds =  ____________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________
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50. Class B airspace is different from other tower-controlled airspaces (Class C and Class D) because

a) an explicit ATC clearance must be received from the controlling ATC facility before an aircraft may enter the 
airspace or operate in the area.

b) the pilot must be in two-radio communication with the control tower before entering the airspace.
c) all flights must be flown under instrument flight rules (IFR).

51. May a student pilot operate in solo flight in Class B airspace and land at an airport other than the specified 
primary airport within the airspace?

a) No.  A minimum private pilot certificate is required.
b) Yes.  A student pilot may operate in Class B without restriction.
c) Yes, but only if very specific training and endorsement requirements are met.

52. The rules for operation in Class C airspace are the same as for Class D airspace, except that

a) an operable, Mode C transponder is also required.
b) pilots are requested to refrain from radio communication until within 2 miles of the airport.
c) departing flights are advised to stay within Class C airspace until cleared to exit.

53. When approaching to land at an airport within Class D airspace, when should communication with the tower be 
established?

a) Prior to entering Class D airspace.
b) Before arriving within 4 nautical miles of the airport up to 2,500 AGL.
c) 20 miles out from the airport.

54. When departing from a satellite airport within Class D airspace, the pilot of the departing airplane should 
contact the control tower at the primary airport

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

55. If the aircraft radio fails in flight, a pilot may land at an airport within Class D airspace provided which of the 
following conditions have been met?  (Check all that apply.)

☐ The pilot holds an instrument rating for the same category/class of aircraft.
☐ Weather conditions are at or above VFR weather minimums.
☐ Visual contact with the tower is maintained.
☐ The pilot makes all turns to the left.
☐ A (visual) clearance to land is received.

56. When approaching to land at an uncontrolled airport located within Class G airspace, the standard direction for 
all turns in the traffic pattern is to the

a) right.
b) left.
c) north.
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57. When approaching to land at an uncontrolled airport located within Class E airspace, what is the standard 
direction for all turns in the traffic pattern?

a) To the right.
b) To the left, as it is for airports in Class G airspace.
c) It is unspecified in the regulations.

58. How will airports with nonstandard traffic patterns indicate to the pilot which traffic pattern is appropriate for 
each runway?

a) With visual markings such as a segmented circle.
b) By numbering the runways with either an “L” or “R” to indicate left or right traffic.
c) With a letter “X” over the area adjacent to the airport that should not be overflown.

59. Which direction should helicopters approaching to land at a Class G airport make their turns in the traffic 
pattern?

a) To the right.
b) To the left.
c) In a manner to avoid the flow of fixed-wing traffic.

60. If an airport in Class G airspace has a control tower in operation (although this is rare), when should 
communication with the tower be established?

a) Prior to entering Class G airspace.
b) Before arriving within 4 nautical miles of the airport up to 2,500 AGL.
c) Only after being contacted by the part-time controller.
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Airspace

Answers to Study Questions

1. ☐ Class A ☐ Class D
☐ Class B ☐ Class E
☐ Class C ☐ Class G

2. b
3. a
4. Class B, Class C, and Class D
5. upside-down wedding cake
6. b
7. a
8. b
9. c
10. MSL (height above mean sea level)
11. a
12. b
13. b
14. a
15. Class E airspace
16. b
17. c
18. b
19. surface

20. VFR weather minimums
21. c
22. a
23. b
24. a
25. c
26. a
27. Alert

alert
28. c
29. FRZ; 60; Washington, DC
30. b
31. b
32. Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR)
33. c
34. b
35. a
36. b
37. b
38. c
39. c

41. b 42. b

40.
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X X
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Airspace

Answers to Study Questions

43. 

44. below the cloud
45. 500 feet below the clouds

1,000 feet above the clouds
2,000 feet to the side of the clouds

46. clear of clouds
47. 10,000 ft MSL 5 statute miles 1,000 ft below,

    1,000 ft above, and
    1 sm to the side

10,000 ft MSL 1 statute mile 500 ft below, 
1,200 ft AGL  1,000 ft above, and
    2,000 ft to the side

1,200 ft AGL 1 statute mile clear of clouds
48. b
49. 3 statute miles

500 feet below the clouds
1,000 feet above the clouds
2,000 feet to the side of the clouds

50. a
51. c
52. a
53. a
54. as soon as practicable after departing

55. ☐  The pilot holds an instrument rating for the  
same category/class of aircraft

☐  Weather conditions are at or above VFR  
weather minimums

☐ Visual contact with the tower is maintained
☐ The pilot makes all turns to the left
☐ A (visual) clearance to land is received

56. b
57. b
58. a
59. c
60. b
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