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Study Questions

AIM §4-3-1 – General

1. Why does the potential for in-flight accidents increase near airports?

a) Airport flight rules are confusing and often encourage reckless and unsafe behavior.
b) Aircraft are often in climb or descent attitudes that limit forward visibility, and pilots are occupied with 

cockpit duties associated with climb management or landing preparation.
c) Tower controllers often put airplanes in closer proximity than the pilots can safely handle.

AIM §4-3-2 – Airports with an Operating Control Tower

2. When intending to approach and land at an airport with an operating control tower, how far out from the 
airport should the initial radio callup to the tower be made?

a) 4 nautical miles
b) 8 nautical miles
c) 15 nautical miles

3. Once outside the surface area of a Class B, Class C, or Class D airspace, what must a pilot receive before 
changing from the tower radio frequency?

a) Nothing
b) Clearance to change frequency
c) Clearance to exit the airspace

4. The term “upwind leg” is sometimes used by pilots and controllers to mean “departure leg” but really it 
refers to

a) the same thing as the “departure leg”.
b) a leg parallel to the runway and in the direction of landing but offset to one side, used for executing a 

go-around.
c) any leg in which the aircraft is exhibiting a positive rate of climb.
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5. What general rule applies to the length of the departure leg before the pilot turns crosswind?

a) The airplane must be above 300 feet AGL and within ½ mile from the departure end of the runway.
b) The airplane must be at least ½ mile from the departure end of the runway and at least 300 feet AGL.
c) The airplane must be at least ½ mile from the departure end of the runway and within 300 feet of 

traffic pattern altitude.

6. The primary responsibility of local tower controllers is to

a) provide services to aircraft operating on the runways.
b) provide radar traffic advisories to aircraft operating in the airspace around the airport.
c) ensure that all regulations are complied with by pilots operating within their control zone.

7. In an airport area in which the control tower is equipped with tower radar displays, the _______________ 
should still assume full responsibility for detecting possible collision hazards and avoiding them.

AIM §4-3-3 – Traffic Patterns

8. At some airports, pilots of propeller-driven aircraft should enter the pattern at _______________ feet 
above ground level, and larger turbojet aircraft should enter not less than _______________ feet  
above ground level.

9. For normal approaches, the turn from base to final should be made at least how far from the approach end 
of the runway?

a) ¼ mile
b) ½ mile
c) 1 mile

10. When departing on a 45° from the airport, when should the turn to the 45° departure heading begin?

a) When safe to do so
b) After reaching the 500 feet AGL
c) After reaching pattern altitude

11. Enroute aircraft crossing over an airport are advised to stay

a) well below traffic pattern altitude to avoid colliding with other air traffic.
b) off the radio frequency to allow pilots in the traffic pattern to better coordinate.
c) well above the traffic pattern altitude for both smaller and larger aircraft.

AIM §4-3-5 – Unexpected Maneuvers in the Airport Traffic Pattern

12. Unlike cars, airplanes cannot come to a stop for other traffic. At towered airports, the proper spacing of 
arriving aircraft using the runway can only be achieved by

a) controllers establishing the sequence of arriving and departing aircraft based on accurate pilot reports 
and anticipated aircraft maneuvers.

b) pilots visually determining their landing sequence based on straight-line distance from the approach 
end of the runway.

c) tower controllers issuing heading vectors and airspeeds to each airplane in the pattern.
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13. If needed to maintain spacing with the aircraft ahead on final, a pilot is allowed to use (without requiring 
explicit clearance from the tower controller)

a) 360° turns.
b) steep bank turns (greater than 45° bank) and sudden, extreme airspeed changes.
c) shallow “S” turns.

14. A 360° turn should never be executed in the traffic pattern, unless

a) requested by the controller or in emergency situations.
b) the aircraft is #1 cleared to land.
c) the pilot is confident that there are no aircraft in the traffic pattern operating under IFR. 

AIM §4-3-6 – Use of Runways/Declared Distances

15. How would a runway be identified if its magnetic azimuth is 068°?

a) Runway 6
b) Runway 68
c) Runway 7

16. Which of the following would NOT be a reason for the tower controller to assign a specific runway to an 
arriving aircraft?

a) The runway most nearly aligned with the current wind direction
b) The pre-defined “calm wind” runway, if the wind is less than 5 knots
c) The runway number that most closely matches the aircraft’s tail number

17. The runway distance declared and published in the Chart Supplement for an airport includes which of the 
following? (Check all that apply.)

  Takeoff Run Available (TORA)
  Short Field Distance Available (SFDA)
  Takeoff Distance Available (TODA)
  Helicopter Landing Distance Available (HLDA)
  Accelerate−Stop Distance Available (ASDA)
  Landing Distance Available (LDA)

18. Why would the landing distance available be less than the total length of the paved surface of a runway?

a) To allow parking of snow removal equipment on the runway
b)  To allow simultaneous takeoff and landing from the same runway
c)  Because there is a displaced threshold

AIM §4-3-12 – Low Approach

19. Unless otherwise authorized by ATC, a low approach, or low pass, should be made

a) whenever the observed weather is below VFR weather minimums for the airport.
b) with an immediate climbing right or left turn until regaining pattern altitude.
c) straight ahead, with no turns or climb made until the pilot has made a thorough visual check for other 

aircraft in the area.
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AIM §4-3-14 – Communications

20. When should pilots of departing aircraft contact ground control for taxi instructions?

a) After completing engine runup
b) Prior to starting engines (or just prior to taxiing if the pilot can reasonably expect no significant delay)
c) Once they reach the runway or warm-up block

21. Why are taxi clearances, IFR departure clearances, and other necessary communication between the tower 
and aircraft or utility vehicles operating on the airport delivered on a separate ground control frequency?

a) To eliminate frequency congestion and to provide a clear VHF channel for the tower to coordinate 
runway use with arriving and departing aircraft

b) To allow pilots to be able to test their radios on two different frequencies prior to takeoff
c) To simplify radio communications, because the ground control frequency at all towered airports is 

121.700 mHz

22. When should a pilot that has just landed switch frequency from tower to ground?

a) Once the wheels have touched the runway
b) Once the airplane has begun the turn to an exiting taxiway
c) When instructed to do so by the tower controller

23. The tower controller at an airport whose Ground Control frequency is 121.600 mHz issues the instruction 
“Contact Ground point six”. What does that mean?

a) The pilot is required to wait at least 6 seconds before switching frequencies.
b) The tower controller has reason to believe the pilot is familiar with the ground control frequency used 

at the airport and is being brief.
c) The tower controller has authorized the pilot to change the fractional portion of the radio frequency 

only.

AIM §4-3-18 – Taxiing

24. Which of the following communications would be an appropriate request for taxi instructions?

a) “Ground control, Cessna 123CW, request taxi to Runway 30.”
b) “Ground control, Cessna 123CW, at Flight Center Parking, request (departure request) with (ATIS code).”
c) “Ground control, Cessna 123CW, request taxi to Runway 30 for immediate departure.”

25. Where can a pilot find the official correct way for explaining the aircraft’s location on the airport to the 
ground controller?

a) Chart Supplement
b) Pilot/Controller Glossary
c) There is no one correct way. The pilot can choose whatever way he or she believes will appropriately 

convey the aircraft’s location to the ground controller.

26. When an airport traffic control tower is in operation, what must the pilot have received prior to taking off, 
landing, or taxiing onto a runway?

a) The correct ATIS information code
b) A private pilot license
c) An ATC clearance
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27. Which of the following would be an appropriate ground controller taxi instruction given to a waiting pilot?

a) “Cessna 123CW, you are cleared to taxi to Runway 30 via taxiway Hotel.”
b) “Cessna 123CW, Runway 30, taxi via Hotel.”
c) “Cessna 123CW, cleared to taxi to Runway 30 via terminal.”

28. When taxiing at large airports with multiple runways and taxiways, what is true of ground controller taxi 
instructions regarding the crossing of runways?

a) The absence of holding instructions in a “Taxi to” clearance authorizes the pilot to cross all runways 
which the taxi route intersects except the assigned takeoff runway. 

b) An ATC clearance is only required when crossing an active runway.
c) A clearance must be obtained prior to crossing any runway. ATC will use an explicit clearance for all 

runway crossings.

29. When ground control has issued the instruction “Cessna 123CW, taxi to and hold short of Runway 12”, 
which of the following would be an acceptable response from the pilot?

a) “Roger, Cessna 123CW”
b)  “Runway 12, Cessna 123CW”
c)  “Hold short of Runway 12, Cessna 123CW”

30. On departure, when are single-pilot aircraft with the ability to monitor multiple simultaneous radio 
frequencies, encouraged to begin monitoring any frequency other than the assigned ATC tower 
frequency?

a) Only after leaving the surface area of the Class B, Class C, or Class D airspace surrounding an airport
b) As soon as the aircraft reaches a minimum safe altitude on departure
c) When instructed to do so by ATC

31. What are progressive taxi instructions?

a) Advanced instructions to step the aircraft up into a higher category
b) Step-by-step routing instructions for pilots unfamiliar with the airport
c) When the pilot advises the airport office that passengers will require a taxi after disembarking

AIM §4-3-20 – Exiting the Runway after Landing

32. How should the pilot of an arriving aircraft exit the runway?

a) Without delay at the first available taxiway
b) After coming safely to a stop, the pilot should request clearance to exit the runway.
c) The pilot should slow (although not come to a complete stop) and wait for the tower controller to 

assign an exit taxiway.

33. When can a pilot come to a complete stop on a runway?

a) Never
b) After first obtaining ATC approval
c) When the pilot needs to reverse course on the runway to reach a preferred exit taxiway
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AIM §4-3-22 – Option Approach

34. When cleared for the option, a pilot is allowed to do which of the following? (Check all that apply.)

  Full stop landing
  Touch and go
  Land and taxi back on the runway
  Low approach (or low pass)
  Stop and go (where allowed by local airport rules)
  Short approach

35. When should a VFR pilot make the request for an Option Approach?

a) Entering downwind in the traffic pattern
b) On final approach
c) Prior to entering the tower-controlled airspace

AIM §4-3-23 – Use of Aircraft Lights

36. When should aircraft position lights be on?

a) When taking off after sunset
b) Anytime the aircraft is operated on the surface or in flight from sunset to sunrise
c) Anytime the engine is running

37. When should the anti-collision lights be on?

a) Anytime the aircraft is in operation, except when the pilot in command determines that they would 
constitute a hazard to safety

b) After the aircraft is cleared for takeoff
c) In flight, for all operations below 10,000 feet MSL

38. Why are pilots encouraged to keep the landing light on when operating below 10,000 feet MSL within 10 
miles of any airport?

a) Having the landing light on reduces load on the alternator.
b) To keep the light warm and prevent the accumulation of rime ice
c) To enhance aircraft visibility, as part of the FAA’s Operation Lights On safety program

39. When taxiing across a runway, all external aircraft illumination should be

a) off, to minimize the blinding hazard to other pilots.
b) off, to avoid confusion with aircraft cleared for departure.
c) on, to make the aircraft conspicuous to controllers and other pilots approaching to land on the runway.
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AIM §4-4-1 – ATC Clearance

40. An ATC clearance is

a) authorization to proceed under specified conditions within controlled airspace.
b) a directive from ATC that overrides the pilot’s responsibility of 14 CFR §91.3(a).
c) permission to deviate from any federal aviation rule or regulation.

41. If ATC issues a clearance that would place the aircraft in jeopardy, the pilot should

a) inform ATC immediately and request an amended clearance.
b) alter course or altitude to one that would be more safe.
c) submit a report to the FAA regarding the incident.

42. In which of the following situations would a pilot be expected to inform ATC of their request?  
(Check all that apply.)

  Preference to land on a different runway than that assigned
  Intent to perform a no-flap landing
  Disabling of the autopilot on approach
  360° turn for spacing after established in a landing or approach sequence
  Different takeoff point preference (i.e., threshold takeoff, intersection takeoff)

AIM §4-4-13 – Runway Separation

43. If the control tower issues “Cleared for immediate takeoff,” what should the pilot of a departing aircraft do if 
he or she needs a few moments to complete the required pre-takeoff checks?

a) Skip the checklist, but remember which items must be completed once the airplane reaches a safe 
altitude.

b) Slowly start moving toward the runway while completing the remaining checks.
c) Advise ATC that he or she is “unable” to accept immediate takeoff.

AIM §4-4-14 – Visual Separation

44. If instructed by ATC to maintain visual separation from another aircraft, the pilot must

a) turn to a heading that will take the aircraft directly away from the other traffic.
b) keep the other aircraft completely separate from the field of view through the forward windows.
c) maintain constant visual surveillance of the other aircraft and maneuver as required to avoid it, until it 

is no longer a factor.

45. If a pilot has been told to follow another aircraft, or to provide visual separation, and visual contact of the 
other aircraft is lost, what should the pilot do?

a) Promptly notify the controller that visual contact has been lost.
b) Execute shallow “S” turns until the other target is reacquired.
c) Maintain current heading and altitude and increase vigilance.
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Answers to Study Questions

1. b

2. c

3. a

4. b

5. c

6. a

7. pilot

8. 1,000 feet AGL
1,500 feet AGL

9. a

10. c

11. c

12. a

13. c

14. a

15. c

16. c

17.   Takeoff Run Available (TORA)
  Short Field Distance Available (SFDA)
  Takeoff Distance Available (TODA)
  Helicopter Landing Distance Available 

(HLDA)
  Accelerate−Stop Distance Available (ASDA)
  Landing Distance Available (LDA)

18. c

19. c

20. b

21. a

22. c

23. b

24. b

25. c

26. c

27. b

28. c

29. c

30. a

31. b

32. a

33. b

34.    Full stop landing
   Touch and go
  Land and taxi back on the runway
   Low approach (or low pass)
   Stop and go (where allowed by local 
airport rules)

  Short approach

35. a

36. b

37. a

38. c

39. c

40. a

41. a

42.    Preference to land on a different runway 
than that assigned

  Intent to perform a no-flap landing
  Disabling of the autopilot on approach
   360° turn for spacing after established in a 
landing or approach sequence

   Different takeoff point preference (i.e., 
threshold takeoff, intersection takeoff)

43. c

44. c

45. a

X

X

X
X

X
X
X
X

X

X
X
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