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Study Questions
1. Airport traffic patterns and procedures exist

a) only for the sole purpose of charging landing fees.
b) to minimize conflicts during takeoffs, departures, arrivals, and landings.
c) to provide guidance for student pilots since private pilots never follow procedures.

2. The objective for airport rules and general operating procedures is

a) to separate VFR traffic from IFR traffic.
b) to minimize the time an aircraft spends in the air.
c) to keep air traffic moving with maximum safety and efficiency.

3. At airports with operating control towers, the tower operator can instruct pilots

a) to enter the traffic pattern at any point or to make a straight-in approach without flying the usual
rectangular pattern.

b) to stop in mid-air to give way to conflicting traffic.
c) to negotiate with other departing or landing traffic about how to share the runway.

4. On the blank lines in the diagram below, identify the legs of a standard airport traffic pattern.
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5. When landing at an airport without a control tower, and with no apparent other air traffic in the pattern,
how can the pilot determine which runway and traffic pattern to use?

a) Pick the largest runway and make all turns to the left.
b) Overfly the airport and observe wind and traffic pattern indicators on the ground.
c) Radio a flight service station and request clearance to land.

6. How should the traffic pattern be entered when approaching an airport for landing?

a) The pilot should align the airplane with the runway of intended use as far out as possible.
b) On a 45° angle to the downwind leg, headed toward a point abeam the midpoint of the runway to be

used for landing
c) At an altitude at least 2,000 feet above the runway until aligned with the runway on final approach

7. How long should the entry leg of the traffic pattern be?

a) 2 to 5 statute miles
b) ½ to 1 mile
c) Sufficient length to provide a clear view of the entire traffic pattern and to allow adequate time for

planning the intended path in the pattern and the landing approach

8. Where is the downwind leg of the traffic pattern in relation to the runway?

a) Perpendicular to the runway at a point approximately 45° from the approach end of the runway
b) ½ to 1 mile out from the landing runway, with the distance gradually varying as a result of any

crosswind influence
c) Parallel to the runway about ½ to 1 mile out

9. If departing the traffic pattern, the pilot should

a) fly any direction that they choose.
b) make an immediate 180 degree turn after takeoff.
c) continue straight out or exit with a 45° turn.

10. At a non-towered airport, after crossing midfield at least 500 feet above the pattern altitude, how should
the pilot descend to traffic pattern altitude?

a)  Fly well clear of the pattern, approximately 2 miles, then descend to pattern altitude before turning
to enter the 45° entry leg.

b) Make a descending entry into the downwind leg before turning to base and final.
c) Adjust the descent rate to allow the airplane to maintain a stabilized descent all the way through

to landing.

11. Why is it advantageous to use the preferred 45° entry?

a) There is no advantage.
b) Safety
c) Time efficiency

12. Which is the true statement regarding flight in an airport traffic pattern?

a) The airplane heading is the most critical determining factor. Headings should be selected that are on
the same magnetic direction as the landing runway, and at 90°, 180°, and 270°.

b) The traffic pattern is a ground reference maneuver and the airplane’s heading should be adjusted as
required to correct for wind drift and to keep the ground track in a rectangular pattern aligned with the
runway.

c) Once the airplane is on crosswind and downwind the ground track is held constant, but on base and
final the pilot transitions to keeping the airplane’s heading aligned tightly with the runway’s magnetic
direction.
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Answers to Study Questions

1. b

2. c

3. a

4.

5. b

6. b

7. c

8. c

9. c

10. a

11. b

12. b
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