
Special VFR 

Reference Sources 

● AIM §4-4-6 – Special VFR clearances 

● 14 CFR §91.157 – Special VFR weather minimums 

Study Questions 

1. The term “Special VFR” refers to ATC-approved VFR flight operations in the surface area of Class B, 

C, D, or E airports when 

a) the aircraft has a “special” airworthiness category designation. 

b) the weather is below the minimums required for VFR flight. 

c) the part-time control tower has ceased operations for the day. 

2. When weather conditions in the surface area of the airspace designated for an airport are below 

the VFR weather minimums, the pilot should enter the airspace and proceed to within 1 nautical 

mile of the airport before requesting a Special VFR clearance. 

a) True 

b) False 

3. Can a Special VFR clearance be issued to an aircraft at 3,500 feet AGL transitioning through the 

outside edge of the Class C airspace defined around an airport? 

a) Yes 

b) Yes, but only if the pilot is IFR rated 

c) No.  Special VFR clearances are only issued for flight within the surface area of the airspace 

defined around an airport. 

4. Once the pilot has asked for and received a Special VFR clearance, the pilot must keep the aircraft 

a) clear of clouds at all times. 

b) at least 500 feet from the top, bottom, or side of any cloud. 

c) 500 feet below, 1,000 feet above, and 2,000 feet to the side of any cloud. 

5. What minimum flight visibility is required for Special VFR operations in an airplane? 

a) 1 statute mile 

b) 3 statute miles 

c) 5 statute miles 

6. Requests for Special VFR clearance must be made to the operating control tower for Special VFR 

operations in what airspace? 

a) Class A, Class B, and Class C 

b) Class B, Class C, and Class D 

c) Class B, Class C, Class D, and Class E 

 

9E - Special VFR 1 



7. When a non-towered airport exists within a Class E surface area, a Special VFR clearance may be 

obtained from 

a) the nearest tower, flight service station, or air route traffic control center. 

b) FlightWatch on 122.0 mHz. 

c) a preflight briefer. 

8. When departing an airport, the clearance to operate under Special VFR extends 

a) only to the boundary of the surface area defined for that airport. 

b) until ATC has converted the clearance to VFR Flight Following. 

c) for up to one hour after the time issued. 

9. What type of air traffic control services are provided to flights operating under Special VFR? 

a) Sequencing and traffic advisories 

b) Separation between all Special VFR flights and IFR flights 

c) Restrictions to a specific altitude 

10. After sunset, what additional requirement applies to fixed-wing aircraft requesting a Special VFR 

clearance? 

a) The aircraft must be equipped with a pyrotechnic signaling device and emergency floatation 

gear. 

b) The pilot must have completed three takeoffs and landings at the airport for which the Special 

VFR clearance is requested within the past 90 days. 

c) The pilot must be instrument rated and the aircraft must be equipped for IFR flight. 

11. An arriving pilot outside of Class D airspace listens to ATIS and determines that the weather at the 

airport is below VFR weather minimums, but flight visibility is enough to permit Special VFR.  When 

the pilot contacts the tower, reports receipt of the ATIS information, and asks for permission to 

enter the airspace to land, the tower replies with “The airport is closed for VFR operations.  Say 

intentions.”  What is happening? 

a) The tower controller is busy and is informing the pilot that he or she will not grant any special 

requests at this time. 

b) The tower controller cannot initiate a Special VFR request.  The pilot must specifically ask for 

a Special VFR clearance before it can be granted. 

c) Regardless of weather, the airport runway is currently closed, possibly due to the failure of 

runway lighting, or an aircraft stuck on the runway. 
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Assignment Answers 

Answers 

1. b 

2. b 

3. c 

4. a 

5. a 

6. b 

7. a 

8. a 

9. b 

10. c 

11. b 
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