
Radio Procedures for Non-Towered Airports 
 

 

 

Equipment and Devices 

❏ Com1/Com2 strategy 

❏ Next frequencies in runup 

 

Radio Frequencies 

❏ UNICOM - airport ground contacts, such as fuel trucks, airport operations, rental cars 

❏ CTAF - other traffic in vicinity 

❏ CTAF often same frequency as tower at towered airports 

❏ CTAF often same frequency as UNICOM at non-towered airports 

 

Operating at a Non-Towered Airport 

❏ No ATC for coordination of airport runways taxiways, so pilots must coordinate for safety 

❏ Radio equipment and procedures are not required, so there may be aircraft in the vicinity who are 

not talking or responding on the radio.  Use caution! 

❏ Pilots issue position reports to let others know their location and intention 

❏ Pilots are advised to monitor the frequency and make position reports at least 10 miles out 

❏ You may hear pilots at non-towered airports being sloppy, chatty, or imprecise on the radio.  Use 

caution to prevent their behavior from impacting your procedures or your safety. 

❏ Pilots on final approach are encouraged to communicate their intended use of the runway - full 

stop, touch and go, low pass, etc. to better inform others waiting to use the runway 

 

Non-Towered Airport Procedures 

❏ Initial CTAF call 

❏ Position reports inbound 

❏ Position reports for pattern entry leg and other traffic pattern legs 

❏ Final approach with intention 

❏ Announce clear of the runway 

❏ Taxi position and intentions 

❏ Departing from runway 

❏ Outbound position reports 

❏ Last call 

 

Cautions Against Unsafe Radio 

❏ Do not say “Any traffic in the area, please advise” 

❏ Do not “line up and wait” 

❏ Do not encourage or participate in hazardous attitudes 

❏ Other pilots’ actions may cause frustration or anger.  Disregard emotionality to keep yourself 

IMSAFE. 
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