
Non-Towered Airports

Reference Sources

● Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM)

o §4-1-9 Traffic Advisory Practices at Airports without Operating Control Towers

● FAA Advisory Circular AC90-66B, Recommended Standard Traffic Patterns and Practices for

Aeronautical Operations at Airports without Operating Control Towers

● VFR Sectional Chart

Study Questions

AIM §4-1-9, Traffic advisory practices at airports without operating control towers

1. It is essential that pilots be ____________ and look for other traffic, especially when operating in

the vicinity of an airport.

2. When approaching or departing an airport without an operating control tower, all pilots should

a) look for other traffic and exchange traffic information with the other pilots in the area.

b) maintain radio silence until entering the airport traffic pattern.

c) make all turns to the left for entry, and all turns to the right for departure.

3. What additional hazards may exist at uncontrolled airports that are prohibited at towered airports?

a) Birds in the vicinity of the airport

b) Airplanes without radio communication systems

c) Non-standard traffic patterns

4. At uncontrolled airports, all pilots should transmit and receive on

a) a common frequency identified for the purpose of airport advisories.

b) the emergency frequency 121.500 mHz.

c) all frequencies.

5. What acronym describes the radio frequency used by pilots to self-announce position reports at an

uncontrolled airport?

a) CT

b) ATIS

c) CTAF
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6. When should pilots operating at an airport without a control tower actively communicate their

positions and intentions? (Check all that apply.)

□ Within 100 miles of the airport

□ When taxiing to the runway for run-up

□ On each leg of the airport traffic pattern

□ When taking the runway for departure

□ Within 10 miles of the airport

□ When doing practice maneuvers near the airport traffic pattern, even if not landing

7. Which of the following is not a recognized self-announced position and/or intention phrase and

should not be used under any condition?

a) “Redbird Traffic, Piper 2233C, north of the field, 2,500 feet, inbound for landing. Redbird.”

b) “Any traffic in the area of Redbird, please advise. Redbird.”

c) “Redbird Traffic, Cessna 159DG, taking runway 30. Redbird.”

8. To help identify one airport from another, the airport name should be spoken at the beginning and

______________ of each self-announce transition.

AC90-66B, Recommended Standard Traffic Patterns and Practices for Aeronautical

Operations at Airports without Operating Control Towers

9. Pilots operating in the standard airport traffic pattern at an uncontrolled airport are encouraged to

be alert at all times for

a) aircraft choosing to make a non-standard, straight-in approach.

b) changes in atmospheric pressure in the area of the airport.

c) radio calls from control tower personnel.

10. “Self-announce” is a procedure whereby pilots broadcast on the designated CTAF their aircraft call

sign, position, altitude and

a) number of aircraft occupants and fuel onboard expressed and hours and minutes.

b) Intended flight activity or ground operation.

c) the make and model of radio equipment onboard.

11. Where should pilots obtain information about the airport traffic patterns defined for a particular

uncontrolled airport? (Check all that apply.)

□ Postmaster of local Post Office branch

□ Segmented circle located on the field

□ Chart Supplement

□ By mailing the FAA’s Oklahoma City, OK office

□ VFR aeronautical charts

12. Which would be the best altitude for an arriving pilot to observe the wind and traffic pattern

indicators located on the field?
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a) 500 feet AGL

b) Standard traffic pattern altitude defined for that airport

c) 500 to 1,000 feet above traffic pattern altitude

13. When the runway in use and proper traffic pattern direction have been determined, the pilot

intending to land at an uncontrolled airport should

a) descend to enter a standard downwind leg for landing.

b) proceed to a point well clear of the pattern before descending to and entering at pattern

altitude.

c) radio his or her position and request a standard downwind entry.

14. When departing the traffic pattern, airplanes should continue straight out or exit with a 45° left

turn (right turn for right traffic pattern) after reaching pattern altitude and beyond the

a) departure end of the runway.

b) 10 nautical mile airport advisory area.

c) power-off glide distance from the runway.

VFR Sectional Chart

15. (Refer to Legend 1) What symbol(s) can be found on aeronautical charts to identify the correct

CTAF frequency for an airport?

a) A thick-lined magenta box

b) A filled circle with the letter “C” in the middle

c) Morse code identifiers adjacent to the airport information text

16. The CTAF is always found on the bottom row of the airport information text.

a) True

b) False
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Assignment Answers

Answers

1. alert

2. a

3. b

4. a

5. c

6. □ Within 100 miles of the airport.

⌧ When taxiing to the runway for run-up

⌧ On each leg of the airport traffic pattern

⌧ When taking the runway for departure

⌧ Within 10 miles of the airport

⌧ When doing practice maneuvers near the airport traffic pattern, even if not landing

7. b

8. ending

9. a

10. b

11. □ Postmaster of local Post Office branch

⌧ Segmented circle located on the field

⌧ Chart Supplement

□ By mailing the FAA’s Oklahoma City, OK office

⌧ VFR aeronautical charts

12. c

13. b

14. a

15. b

16. b
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