
 

Transitioning SFO Class B 

Reference Sources 

● Aeronautical Information Manual 

o §3-2-3 Class B Airspace 

● San Francisco Terminal Area Chart 

Study Questions 

AIM §3-2-3 Class B Airspace 

1. What is required for all aircraft operating in Class B airspace? 

a) ATC “clearance” 

b) Official “authorization” 

c) FAA “permission” 

2. How far from clouds must a VFR pilot operating in Class B airspace remain? 

a) > 2,000 feet from clouds 

b) Clear of clouds 

c) There are no cloud clearance requirements in Class B airspace. 

3. Why is radio equipment required for aircraft operating in Class B airspace? 

a) To receive ATC instructions and avoid other aircraft 

b) To relieve boredom associated with the silence of long flights 

c) To transmit position reports every 1 NM 

4. What pilots are NOT allowed to take off or land at San Francisco International airport? 

a) VFR pilots of aircraft less than 12,000 lbs 

b) Student pilots 

c) Pilots who first learned to fly in Iowa 

5. Can student pilots with proper endorsement from their primary instructors fly solo (i.e. “operate”) 

in San Francisco Class B airspace? 

a) Yes 

b) No 

c) It depends on ATC tower interpretation of the regulations. 

6. Why are transponders and ADS-B Out equipment required in Class B airspace? 

a) To support avionics manufacturers 

b) To allow ATC timely, accurate position information about all aircraft 

c) As backup communication channels in the event of radio failure 
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7. Why is the 30 NM boundary within which aircraft must have a transponder and ADS-B out 

equipment known as the “Mode C veil”? 

a) “Veil” is German for “active tracking”. 

b) Visualized in three dimensions, it resembles a piece of opaque or transparent material worn 

over the face for concealment, or for protection from the elements. 

c) It is intended to screen out lesser Class C aircraft. 

8. ATC should be told “unable” if the instruction issued causes 

a) a safety issue. 

b) an unwanted delay in flight. 

c) a reduction in travel distance. 

9. Where can VFR Flyway Charts be found? 

a) On the back of the VFR Terminal Area Chart 

b) In the Aeronautical Information Manual, Section 2, Controller Airspace 

c) On posted signs adjacent to the runup area 

San Francisco Terminal Area Chart 

10. What is the name of the VFR Transition Route that most closely follows Highway 101 north-south 

near SFO? 

______________________________________________________________ 

11. When transitioning SFO Class B airspace southbound from over San Francisco, what locations will 

position the pilot for an easy transition? 

a) Over Lake Merced or just north of the Golden Gate Bridge 

b) Just east of Oyster Point or west of Peninsula HS 

c) Just northwest of Lake Merced or just northwest of the Farmers Market 

12. When transitioning SFO Class B northbound, what location best sets the pilot up for an easy 

transition? 

a) VPBEG 

b) Just southeast of the Interchange visual reporting point 

c) Overhead San Carlos Airport 

13. If SFO Tower only directly controls the Class B surface area up to about 2,000 - 2,500 feet, and San 

Carlos ATIS information announces “SFO Tower not accepting low-level Bravo surface transitions”, 

who may the pilot call to authorize a transition at a higher altitude? 

a) San Francisco Approach 

b) NORCAL Approach 

c) Oakland Approach 
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14. What regulatory altitudes apply over Alcatraz Island? 

Stay above 2,000’ AGL due to _______________________________________________ 

Stay below 3,000’ MSL to stay out of _________________________________________ 

15. What regulatory altitudes apply over the Golden Gate Bridge (if considered a congested area)? 

Stay above 1,760’ MSL due to _______________________________________________ 

Stay below 3,000’ MSL to stay out of _________________________________________ 

16. What is the tallest obstruction in the city of San Francisco? 

a) Salesforce Tower (or whatever that building is near the northern edge of downtown) 

b) Sutro Tower (or whatever they call the radio/TV/microwave tower on top of Twin Peaks) 

c) Mt. Davidson Cross (shown on the chart as “larger cross”) 
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Assignment Answers 

Answers 

1. a 

2. b 

3. a 

4. b 

5. a 

6. b 

7. b 

8. a 

9. a 

10. BAY SHORE VFR Transition Route 

11. c 

12. b 

13. b 

14. wildlife area 

SFO Class B 

15. minimum safe altitude over obstacle 

SFO Class B 

16. b 
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