
 

Transitioning OAK Class C 

Reference Sources 

● Aeronautical Information Manual 

o §3-2-1 General (Controlled Airspace) 

o §3-2-4 Class C Airspace 

● San Francisco Terminal Area Chart 

Study Questions 

AIM §3-2-1 General (Controlled Airspace) 

1. What is the responsibility of VFR pilots prior to operating in Class B, Class C, or Class D airspace ? 

a) Obtaining prior written endorsement by the controlling agency 

b) Ensuring that ATC clearance or radio communication requirements are met 

c) Filing a VFR flight plan that includes the designated airport 

2. Traffic advisories are provided to all aircraft at all times the control tower is staffed and in 

operation. 

a) True 

b) False 

3. Which of the following would be considered a Safety Alert?  (Check all that apply) 

□ An aircraft’s altitude places it in unsafe proximity to terrain 

□ Loss of cabin heating or ventilation on an IFR flight 

□ ATC detects pilot safety belt has come loose 

□ Another aircraft operating in unsafe proximity 

4. If issuing a Safety Alert for aircraft conflict, when feasible the controller will offer the pilot 

a) an alternative course of action. 

b) a telephone number to call after the flight. 

c) monetary compensation. 

AIM §3-2-4 Class C Airspace 

5. The configuration of each Class C airspace area is  

a) 5 NM radius around the host airport. 

b) individually tailored. 

c) available via verbal request to the controlling ATC facility. 
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6. Which of the following is the most accurate guide to the location and boundaries of Class C 

airspace surrounding Oakland International Airport? 

a) San Francisco Sectional Chart 

b) San Francisco Terminal Area Chart 

c) California IFR Low En Route Chart 

7. What equipment is required for VFR operations in Class C airspace?  (Check all that apply) 

□ Global Positioning System (GPS) 

□ Transponder with automatic altitude reporting capability 

□ VHF Omnidirectional Rangefinder (VOR) 

□ ADS-B Out equipment 

□ Angle of attack indicator 

8. If ATC instructs a pilot to “remain outside of Class C airspace”, what could be a possible reason? 

a) Controller workload could be temporarily too high. 

b) Current traffic conditions prevent adding additional aircraft to the airspace. 

c) Either reason could be a reason for excluding an additional aircraft. 

9. If the controller responds WITHOUT saying the aircraft identification number, the pilot 

a) is allowed to enter the Class C airspace, but should maintain radio silence. 

b) is required to request an explicit clearance before entering the Class C airspace. 

c) must remain outside the Class C airspace, until conditions permit the services to be provided. 

10. What is true of the procedural Outer Area, where pilots arriving to a Class C airspace can expect to 

begin establishing two-way radio communication? 

a) It extends 5 NM from the primary Class C airport. 

b) It extends 20 NM from the primary Class C airport, but is not shown on VFR charts. 

c) It extends 20 NM from the primary Class C airport, and is marked with a solid blue line. 

11. How close will ATC allow a VFR airplane to be near an IFR airplane? 

a) At least 500 feet vertical separation, or confirmed pilot visual separation 

b) 500 feet below, 1,000 feet above, and 2,000 feet laterally 

c) 1 NM and clear of clouds 

12. While operating in the procedural Outer Area adjacent to Class C airspace, only the Air Traffic 

Controller may discontinue radar services. 

a) True 

b) False 
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San Francisco Terminal Area Chart 

13. What is unusual about the Class C surface area about Oakland International? 

a) It is a complete circle of 5 NM radius. 

b) It extends from the surface up to 10,000 feet MSL. 

c) It has a portion of the circle cut away for SFO’s Class B surface area. 

14. At what altitude is Class C airspace directly over the Mid-Span San Mateo Bridge waypoint? 

a) Surface to 2,100 feet MSL 

b) 1,500 feet MSL to 2,100 feet MSL 

c) 2,100 feet MSL to 10,000 feet MSL 

15. If told to “cross over the 30 numbers”, where would the pilot fly over? 

a) The southeast end of the large runway along the water 

b) The north end of the runway closest to the city of Oakland 

c) The east end of the twin parallel runways 

16. Using Google Maps satellite view, locate the ballfield and covered arena that go by the name 

Oakland Coliseum.  On the Terminal Area Chart, this site is marked as 

a) as “VPBCM”. 

b) as “STADIUM”. 

c) with a small blue star. 

17. What is the meaning of this symbol  shown in this area? 

a) The location of the Diamond Dust Casino 

b) The location of intermittent sporting TFRs (within 3 NM, up to and including 3,000 feet AGL) 

c) An abandoned missile silo 

18. Why do you think Lake Chabot may be difficult for a VFR pilot to identify visually? 

a) Its location in the low foothills may hide it from view of a low flying pilot over OAK. 

b) Its shape is not unique and could easily be confused with any round body of water. 

c) It is shown on the chart as a seasonal dry lake bed, and may not have water. 
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19. If transitioning the Oakland Class C airspace at 2,000 feet, who would you most likely be talking to 

and what frequency? 

a) Oakland Tower 

b) Bay Area Approach or Departure 

c) NorCal Transition Control 

20. Why do you think there are two control tower frequencies listed for Oakland airport? 

a) As is often common at airports with multiple runways, local traffic control is split between 

more than one tower frequency. 

b) One frequency is used exclusively by military aircraft stationed at Oakland’s North Field. 

c) One frequency is used exclusively by IFR traffic. 

21. If overhead Buchanan Airport (CCR) at 3,000 feet en route to San Carlos Airport, who should you 

contact first to begin the transition through the Oakland Class C airspace? 

a) Buchanan Tower on 119.7 

b) NorCal Approach on 127.0 

c) San Carlos Tower on 119.0 

22. Why is it important to be familiar with the landmarks on the chart that are marked with a magenta 

flag pole? 

a) These are the location of the antennas where ATC can best receive your communication. 

b) These mark visual reporting points that all pilots operating in the area should know when 

communicating with air traffic control. 

c) The flag indicates the direction of the prevailing local wind. 
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Assignment Answers 

Answers 

1. b 

2. False 

3. ⌧ An aircraft’s altitude places it in unsafe proximity to terrain 

□ Loss of cabin heating or ventilation on an IFR flight 

□ ATC detects pilot safety belt has come loose 

⌧ Another aircraft operating in unsafe proximity 

4. a 

5. b 

6. b 

7. □ Global Positioning System 

⌧ Transponder with automatic altitude reporting capability 

□ VHF Omnidirectional Rangefinder (VOR) 

⌧ ADS-B Out equipment 

□ Angle of attack indicator 

8. c 

9. c 

10. b 

11. a 

12. False 

13. c 

14. b 

15. a 

16. b 

17. b 

18. a 
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19. a 

20. a 

21. b 

22. b 
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