
VFR Flight Plans 

Reference Sources 

● Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge 

o Pages 16-21 to 16-22 – Filing a VFR Flight Plan 

● Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM) 

o §4-1-3 Flight service stations 

o §5-1-1 Preflight preparation 

o §5-1-4 Flight plan – VFR flights 

o §5-1-6 Defense VFR (DVFR flights) 

o §5-1-13 Change in proposed departure time 

o §5-1-14 Closing VFR flight plans 

● Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM) 

o Table 5-1-3 Aircraft Equipment Suffixes 

Study Questions 

PHAK 16-21 to 16-22 – Filing a VFR Flight Plan 

1. Filing a flight plan for all flights outside the vicinity of the home airport is required by regulations. 

a) True 

b) False 

2. How is the information in a VFR flight plan used? 

a) By air traffic controllers to provide expedited flight clearances 

b) In search and rescue efforts in the event of an emergency 

c) It forms the basis of a cross-country checkride for commercial and instrument ratings 

3. How can flight plans be filed?  (Check all that apply.) 

□ By phone with a FSS preflight briefer at (800) WX-BRIEF 

□ Over the radio on a FSS frequency 

□ By putting a note in a bottle and throwing it into the ocean 

4. Since the arrival of the Internet, flight plans may also be filed at 

a) www.myspace.com/FlightPlanzRUs. 

b) www.1800wxbrief.com, AOPA.org, ForeFlight and a few other authorized addresses. 

c) the home page for most major domestic airlines. 
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5. Once a VFR flight plan is filed, it is officially in the system.  Then, to activate the plan the pilot 

a) asks the tower controller to estimate a new arrival based on the route of departure. 

b) contacts Flight Service Station and gives them the takeoff time. 

c) forwards a copy of the printed plan to the FAA in Oklahoma City, OK. 

6. Why is the order in which the flight plan information is conveyed important? 

a) It enables the FSS specialist to copy the information more efficiently. 

b) It allows the FSS specialist to draw the corresponding flight plan legs on the master FSS 

Sectional Chart at FSS headquarters. 

c) It allows the pilot to only read the first four entries and skip the remaining. 

7. Upon arrival at the destination airport, the pilot should remember to _________ the flight plan, so 

that everyone knows he or she has arrived safely. 

 

AIM §4-1-3 Flight service stations 

8. Select the answers that make the following statement true. 

Flight Service Stations are air traffic facilities which provide pilot  briefings / licenses  , flight 

plan processing, en route flight advisories, search / flight tracking  and rescue services, and 

assistance to stolen / lost  aircraft and aircraft in emergency  planning / situations  .  FSS’s 

process Notices to Airmen  (NOTAMs) / (NtAs)  , broadcast aviation weather and traffic / 

aeronautical information. 

9. The primary purpose of flight service stations is to provide radar traffic advisories and issue terrain 

clearance vectors and altitudes to all pilots. 

a) True 

b) False 

 

AIM §5-1-1 Preflight preparation 

10. Every pilot is urged to receive a preflight _______________ and to file a _______________. 

 

AIM §5-1-4 Flight plan – VFR flights 

11. While not required for VFR flight, it is strongly recommended that pilots file a flight plan with a 

a) Flight Standards District Office (FSDO). 

b) manager of a tower-controlled airport. 

c) Flight Service Station. 
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12. When one stop on a multi-leg flight is anticipated to last more than one hour, what is 

recommended for pilots filing flight plans? 

a) The pilot should include only the original airport of departure and ultimate destination airport 

on the flight plan. 

b) A separate flight plan should be filed for the flight portion before and the flight portion after 

the long stopover. 

c) A separate flight plan should be filed for every leg between two airports regardless of length of 

time of stopover. 

13. For flight plans that have been filed but not yet activated, the flight plan will be held in the 

system by Flight Service Station 

a) until 10 minutes after the proposed departure time. 

b) until 1 hour after the proposed departure time. 

c) until cancelled by the pilot that filed it. 

14. Although not required, what is a good practice for pilots to follow while enroute on a flight for 

which a flight plan has been filed and activated? 

a) Regular contact with air traffic controllers enroute 

b) Position reports to FAA FSS’s along the route to relate flight progress and to receive updated 

information if available 

c) Monitoring of ATC frequencies 

15. Why is it important to include the “N” in the aircraft identification Block 2 of a flight plan form? 

a) To indicate that the flight will “not” be flown under instrument flight rules 

b) Although the “N” is commonly left out in domestic usage, the “N” (signifying US registration) is 

part of the unique identifier for the aircraft. 

c) Without the N, the aircraft number will not be enough digits. 

16. Which of the following would appear in Block 3 of FAA Form 7233-1? 

a) Cessna Skyhawk 

b) Cessna 172 

c) C172 

17. How is the amount of fuel onboard the aircraft specified when filing a flight plan? 

a) As usable gallons 

b) As pounds of fuel 

c) As hours and minutes of flight time 
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AIM §5-1-6 – Defense VFR (DVFR flights) 

18. A defense flight plan (DVFR) is required for 

a) VFR flights into an ADIZ. 

b) all military flights managed by the Department of Defense. 

c) flights into or out of a military facility. 

 

AIM §5-1-13 – Change in proposed departure time 

19. When a pilot knows the flight will be delayed 2 hours or more beyond the departure time filed, he 

or she should 

a) create multiple flight plans at 30 minute intervals. 

b) notify ATC of the new departure time or revise the flight plan with the service provider or FSS. 

c) manually delete the flight plan from the FSS system. 

 

AIM §5-1-14 – Closing VFR/DVFR flight plans 

20. The pilot should close the plan with the nearest ________________, or if one is not available, the 

pilot may request any ________________ facility to relay cancellation to the FSS. 

21. If not informed of the safe arrival of a flight for which a flight plan has been filed, how long will 

the FSS wait before beginning search and rescue procedures? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

AIM Table 5-1-3 – Aircraft Suffixes 

22. For each of the following special Equipment Capability codes used in flight plans, identify which 

radio and navigation equipment would be indicated: 

/T □ Transponder □ Transponder with Mode C □ DME □ GPS 

/U □ Transponder □ Transponder with Mode C □ DME □ GPS 

/A □ Transponder □ Transponder with Mode C □ DME □ GPS 

/G □ Transponder □ Transponder with Mode C □ DME □ GPS 
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Assignment Answers 

Answers 

1. b 

2. b 

3. Flight plans can be filed: 

⌧ By phone with a FSS preflight briefer at (800) WX-BRIEF 

⌧ Over the radio on a FSS frequency 

□ By putting a note in a bottle and throwing it into the ocean 

4. b 

5. b 

6. a 

7. close 

8. briefings; search; lost; situations; (NOTAMs); aeronautical  

9. b 

10. briefing; flight plan 

 

11. c 

12. b 

13. b 

14. b 

15. b 

16. c 

17. c 

18. a 

19. b 

20. Flight Service Station (FSS); air traffic control (ATC) 

21. ½ hour 

22. Special Equipment Capability codes used in flight plans and the radio and navigation equipment 

indicated: 

/T ⌧ Transponder □ Transponder with Mode C □ DME □ GPS 

/U □ Transponder ⌧ Transponder with Mode C □ DME □ GPS 

/A □ Transponder ⌧ Transponder with Mode C ⌧ DME □ GPS 

/G □ Transponder ⌧ Transponder with Mode C □ DME ⌧ GPS 
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