
PIREPs

Reference Sources

● Aeronautical Information Manual

o §7-1-18 – Pilot Weather Reports (PIREPs)

Study Questions

1. FAA air traffic facilities are required to solicit PIREPs when the reported or forecast weather

conditions are marginal or worse.  Which of the following would prompt a controller to ask for a

PIREP?  (Check all that apply.)

□ Ceilings at or below 5,000 feet

□ Visibility at or below 5 miles (surface or aloft)

□ Surface winds of 10 knots or less

□ Thunderstorms and related phenomena

□ Icing conditions

□ Moderate or great turbulence

□ Wind shear

2. Why might pilots be encouraged to volunteer the height of cloud bases, tops, and layers?

a) It meets the minimum participation requirements for most pilot certificates.

b) Pilots who make PIREPs are compensated in US dollars, or in extended flight privileges.

c) Pilots aloft are the best observers of these conditions.

3. To whom should the Pilot Report be provided?

a) FAA Weather Central, 6425 Denning Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 73169

b) The ground facility with which communications are established; i.e., FSS, ARTCC, or terminal

ATC

c) The air carrier union representative overseeing that flight

4. How do air traffic controllers use the information from PIREPs?

a) To expedite the flow of air traffic in the vicinity of the field and for hazardous weather

avoidance procedures

b) To reward participating pilots with priority landing clearances

c) To provide rain and other meteorological information to local news stations
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5. What is one of the things that can be triggered by a pilot issuing a Pilot Weather Report (PIREP)?

a) Congress can decide to open or close Restricted Areas to general aviation.

b) Local counties may issue evacuation orders.

c) The National Weather Service may issue an Inflight Weather Advisory to warn other pilots about

hazardous reported conditions, and add warnings to weather briefings.

6. Which of the following pieces of information are included in all PIREPs?

a) Location, time, altitude, and type of aircraft

b) Temperature, wind, and sky cover

c) Icing conditions, turbulence, and other remarks

7. What is the important thing for a pilot to remember when making a PIREP?

a) To relay the information so that other pilots may benefit

b) To strictly follow the PIREP reporting format and phraseology

c) To make the report as concise as possible

8. What would the sequence “/OV OSI” indicated in a PIREP?

a) The observation was reported by an aircraft over the Woodside VOR

b) The report was made by a pilot with initials O.S.I.

c) The observation period is over, and no longer valid.

9. “FL090” indicates that the reporting pilot was

a) flying a Beechcraft 90.

b) at about 9,000 feet.

c) enroute to Florida, and 90 miles from the destination.
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Assignment Answers

Answers

1.

⌧ Ceilings at or below 5,000 feet

⌧ Visibility at or below 5 miles (surface or aloft)

□ Surface winds of 10 kts or less

⌧ Thunderstorms and related phenomena

⌧ Icing conditions

⌧ Moderate or great turbulence

2. c

3. b

4. a

5. c

6. a

7. a

8. a

9. b
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