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Study Questions

14 CFR 61.3 – Requirement for Certificates, Ratings, and Authorizations

1. To act as PIC, what three documents must be in the pilot’s physical possession?

  _______________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________

2. According to the regulation, what is true of student pilots and the requirement for a medical certificate?

a) Student pilots are exempt from any requirement for a medical certificate.
b) Student pilots are exempt as long as they hold a current and valid U.S. driver’s license.
c) Student pilots may not act as PIC of an airplane without having a valid medical certificate.

3. What must the holder of a pilot and/or medical certificate do upon the request of any Federal, State, or 
local law enforcement officer?

a) The holder must present them and their photo ID for inspection.
b) The holder must surrender the certificates.
c) The holder is required to surrender the certificates, but only to an authorized representative of the 

Transportation Safety Administration.
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14 CFR 61.5 – Certificates and Ratings

4. Regarding certificates and ratings, how many certificates and ratings would a pilot require in order to 
exercise private pilot privileges in both an airplane and a helicopter?

a) One pilot certificate, and one class rating.
b) One pilot certificate, with two category and class ratings.
c) Two pilot certificates, one category and class rating each.

5. What are the category and class ratings required on the pilot certificate of a helicopter pilot?

Category: _________________________  Class: _________________________

6. What are the category and class ratings that most new pilots initially have on their private pilot certificates?

Category: _________________________  Class: _________________________

7. What aircraft category and class ratings does the pilot of the Goodyear Blimp need?

Category: _________________________  Class: _________________________

8. In addition to category and class ratings, what must a pilot also have in order to operate turbojet-powered 
airplanes or large airplanes?

a) Jumbo authorization.
b) FAA size endorsement waiver.
c) Aircraft type rating.

14 CFR 61.19 – Duration of Pilot Certificates

9. A paper student pilot certificate issued prior to April 1, 2016 is valid for either __________ or __________ 

calendar months depending on the age of the student, while a student pilot certificate issued on or after 

April 1, 2016 and a private pilot certificate is issued without a specific ________________________.

14 CFR 61.23 – Medical Certificates

10. To exercise the privileges of a private pilot certificate, what minimum medical certificate is required?

a) First-class medical certificate.
b) Second-class medical certificate.
c) Third-class medical certificate.

11. For how long is a third-class medical certificate valid?

  _______________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________

12. A pilot was 39 ½ years old on the day of the most recent third-class medical examination.  For how many 
calendar months is the certificate valid?

  _______________________________________________________________________________
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13. For how long does a first-class medical certificate enable the holder to exercise private pilot privileges?

a) 6 calendar months.
b) 24 calendar months (or 60 months for pilots less than 40 years old).
c) Only a third-class medical certificate enables a pilot to exercise private pilot privileges.

14. The duration of a third-class medical certificate is determined by

a) the total number of hours flown.
b) a decision of the FAA-authorized medical examiner.
c) the age of the pilot on the day of the exam.

14 CFR 61.53 – Pilot Medical Deficiency

15. Even after receiving a medical certificate, the pilot may still be prohibited from flying for medical reasons if

a) an aviation medical examiner is not aboard the aircraft at the time of flight.
b) the pilot is taking any medication or has any known medical condition that could make the person 

unable to meet the requirements for the medical certificate.
c) the certificate has not been properly endorsed by the flight instructor.

14 CFR 61.83 – Student Pilot Eligibility

16. Anyone 14 years of age or older is eligible for a student pilot certificate for operation of small, single-
engine airplane.

a) True.
b) False.

17. Pilots from other countries are eligible for a U.S. student pilot certificate, provided they

a) have a current, valid, foreign-issued pilot’s license and are in good health.
b) can read, speak, write and understand English.
c) list at least three U.S. citizens as personal references.

14 CFR 61.85 – Student Pilot Application

18. To apply for a student pilot certificate you must complete an application via   

IACRA / Local FAA FSDO .  Once it is submitted, the application must be validated and signed by   

FAA Administrator / Flight Instructor .

14 CFR 61.87 – Student Pilot Solo Requirements

19. Prior to flying solo in an airplane, a student pilot must

a) demonstrate satisfactory aeronautical knowledge on a knowledge test administered by his or her flight 
instructor.

b) pass the FAA Knowledge Test at a licensed computer testing center.
c) complete three solo takeoffs and landings as the sole occupant of the aircraft.
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20. The pre-solo knowledge test must include which of the following topics?  (Check all that apply.)

☐ Weather theory, including local and regional weather patterns
☐ Flight characteristics and operating limitations for the aircraft to be flown
☐ Airspace rules and procedures for the area where the solo flight will take place
☐ Cross-country flight planning and route evaluation
☐ Applicable sections of the Federal Aviation Regulations
☐ Aerodynamic theory of single-engine aircraft

21. Do federal regulations specify the maneuvers and procedures required for pre-solo flight training?

a) No, they are at the discretion of the certified flight instructor.
b) No, although training in collision avoidance and emergency procedures is strongly encouraged.
c) Yes.

22. Prior to flying solo, a student pilot must receive and log flight training in what types of descents?

a) Power-on and power-off descents.
b) Descents, with and without turns, using high and low drag configurations.
c) Nose-high, nose-low, and emergency descents.

23. Why is the list of required pre-solo flight training so comprehensive?

a) On a solo flight, the student is Pilot in Command and must be able to meet all possible in-flight 
challenges.

b) To delay a student’s first solo flight to just a few weeks before their FAA Practical Test.
c) To discourage less serious student pilots from continuing with their training.

14 CFR 61.89 – Student Pilot Limitations

24. In solo flight, a student pilot may never carry

a) more than 30 gallons of fuel aboard the aircraft.
b) a flare gun or any other pyrotechnic signaling device.
c) passengers, or property for compensation or hire.

25. What minimum surface visibility is required for student pilots to operate in solo flight during daytime?

a) 3 statute miles.
b) 5 statue miles.
c) 10 statute miles.

26. Which of the following situations would be prohibited for a student flying solo?

a) Flight operations above 8,000 feet MSL.
b) Operations in Class C airspace.
c) Flight above a cloud layer without visual reference to the surface.
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14 CFR 1.1 – General Definitions

27. An air traffic clearance is defined as

a) a suggestion to pilots about how to operate safely within a controlled region that the pilot can choose 
to follow or disregard.

b) an explicit authorization to proceed under specified traffic conditions in controlled airspace, that must 
be complied with unless an emergency exists.

c) a flight constraint or permission that is a component of an IFR flight plan.

28. With regard to pilots (a.k.a., airmen) and pilot certificates, which of the following is an example of a 
“category?”

a) High performance.
b) Tailwheel.
c) Airplane.

29. If a pilot was certificated to fly the Goodyear Blimp, what aircraft category rating would appear on the back 
of his or her pilot certificate?

a) Blimp.
b) Airship.
c) Lighter-than-air.

30. With regard to pilots and pilot certificates, why would the FAA issue separate class ratings for airplanes that 
land on water and airplanes that land on runways?

a) There is enough difference in the operating characteristics of airplanes and seaplanes.
b) It is a way for the FAA to generate additional licensing fees.
c) Seaplane manufacturers demanded a separate pilot classification.

31. What category and class ratings would a pilot need to have in order to operate a twin-engine Beechcraft 
Twin Bonanza?

  _______________________________________________________________________________

14 CFR 91.13 – Careless or Reckless Operation

32. Careless or reckless operation of an aircraft is that which endangers 

___________________________________  or  ___________________________________ .

33. Careless or reckless operation of an aircraft only relates to in-flight operation of the aircraft, and does not 
refer to surface movement or taxiing.

a) True.
b) False.
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?

14 CFR 91.17 – Alcohol or Drugs

34. After drinking a 4 ounce wine cooler, how long must a 200 pound pilot wait before flying an airplane?

a) At least 8 hours.
b) Until his or her blood alcohol level falls below 0.04%.
c) Until the pilot is no longer under the influence of the alcohol.
d) All of the above.

35. What does the mnemonic phrase “Point Oh Four, Fly No More” remind pilots about?

  _______________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________

14 CFR 91.103 – Preflight Action

36. What is true of a pilot’s legal requirements before a flight?

a) The pilot is only responsible for examining the aircraft to ensure it is operational.
b) The pilot is advised to research operational procedures at the destination airport.
c) The pilot is required to become familiar with all available information concerning the flight.

37. For what flights is the pilot required to become familiar with runway lengths at airports of intended use, 
and the takeoff and landing distance required for the aircraft?

a) For flights greater than 100 nautical miles from the point of departure.
b) For flights across international borders.
c) For any flight.

14 CFR 91.111 – Operating Near Other Aircraft

38. According to regulations, what must be obtained prior to operating aircraft in formation flight?

a) Training and a logbook endorsement from any certified flight instructor.
b) Prior arrangement with the pilots in command of each aircraft.
c) A federal in-flight operation permit.
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14 CFR 91.113– Right-of-Way Rules

39. In each of the following situations, circle the aircraft that has right-of-way.

 

 

40. What should occur when an airplane and a glider are approaching each other head-on, or nearly so?

  _______________________________________________________________________________

 
Overtaking a slower aircraft 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two airplanes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two airplanes, one in distress 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helicopter and balloon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Landing aircraft 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Airplane and helicopter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Balloon and airplane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seaplane and glider 
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14 CFR 91.119 – Minimum Safe Altitudes

41. What is the lowest altitude that a pilot may safely operate an aircraft anywhere?

a) 500 feet.
b) 1,000 feet.
c) An altitude allowing, if a power unit fails, an emergency landing without undue hazard to persons or 

property on the surface.

42. What is the minimum safe altitude in a congested area?

  _______________________________________________________________________________

43. A farm in a sparsely populated area has a barn and a grain silo.  What is the closest an aircraft may be flown 
above the silo?

  _______________________________________________________________________________

14 CFR 91.123 – Compliance with ATC Clearances and Instructions

44. A pilot must always comply with ATC clearances and instructions, and deviation from a clearance is never 
allowed under any circumstances.

a) True.
b) False.

45. In an emergency, if a pilot is given priority by ATC, the pilot must submit a detailed report of that 
emergency within 48 hours,

a) to the FAA’s Civil Intervention division in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
b) if requested.
c) using Form C-18834.

14 CFR 91.151 – VFR Fuel Requirements

46. The VFR fuel requirements state that a pilot begin a daytime flight with enough fuel to fly to

  _______________________________________________________________________________

47. The power setting used for determining the fuel flow and calculating the required VFR fuel reserve 
requirement is

a) at engine in-flight idle, as specified by the manufacturer.
b) whatever power is required to maintain normal cruising speed.
c) full-throttle for 10 minutes, then best glide speed for the remainder.
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14 CFR 91.159 – VFR Cruising Altitudes

48. Select the answers below that make the statement true.

While in  climbing / level cruise  flight above  3,000 / 1,200  feet AGL, VFR pilots flying east are required to 

fly at an  odd / even  thousand plus  50 / 500  feet.  Pilots flying toward the west are to fly at an  odd / even  

thousand plus  50 / 500  feet.

For the purposes of this rule, “east” is determined to be any  course / heading  between  0° / 1°  and 179°  

magnetic / true  .  “West” altitudes are used for flights with ground track between 180° and  359° / 360°  .

49. While flying north into a strong, left, quartering headwind, the pilot holds a constant magnetic heading of 
350° to maintain a ground track of 360°.  A correct VFR cruise altitude for the flight would be

a) 7,500 feet MSL.
b) 8,000 feet MSL.
c) 8,500 feet MSL.

50. In the diagram below, circle the airplanes that are flying at legal altitudes for VFR flight.
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Answers to Study Questions

1. valid pilot certificate, photo identification, and a 
current and appropriate medical certificate

2. c
3. a
4. b
5. rotorcraft helicopter
6. airplane single-engine land
7. lighter-than-air airship
8. c
9. 24 or 60

expiration date
10. c

11. 24 calendar months (or 60 calendar months for 
pilots less than 40 years old)

12. 60 calendar months
13. b
14. c
15. b
16. b (false)
17. b
18. IACRA

Flight Instructor
19. a

21. c
22. b
23. a
24. c
25. a
26. c
27. b
28. c
29. c
30. a

31. airplane category, multi-engine land class rating
32. life or property
33. b (false)
34. d
35. At 0.04% blood alcohol level, may not act as crew 

member.
36. c
37. c
38. b

20. ☐  Weather theory, including local and regional weather patterns
☐  Flight characteristics and operating limitations for the aircraft to be flown
☐  Airspace rules and procedures for the area where the solo flight will take place
☐  Cross-country flight planning and route evaluation
☐  Applicable sections of the Federal Aviation Regulations
☐  Aerodynamic theory of single-engine aircraft

X
X
X
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Answers to Study Questions

39. Overtaking a slower aircraft 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two airplanes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two airplanes, one in distress 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helicopter and balloon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Landing aircraft 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Airplane and helicopter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Balloon and airplane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seaplane and glider 
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Answers to Study Questions

40. Both aircraft should alter course to the right.
41. c
42. 1,000 feet above the highest obstacle within a 

horizontal radius of 2,000 feet
43. 500 feet
44. b (false)
45. b
46. the first point of intended landing plus 30 

minutes
47. b

48. level cruise
3,000
odd
500
even
500
course
0°
magnetic
359°

49. a
50. A, D, G, H, I, J, K, and M
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